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Discussion
When a student, with special needs, spends 100% of his school day in a special education self-contained classroom, they exhibit various characteristics that place them in that environment. In this case, John Smith has an intellectual disability which is an indication that his IQ is below the average or in the lower average (Vaughn & Bos, 2015). Therefore, when considering a chance for him to spend about 20% of his school day in the general class, various considerations have to be put in place to ensure that this time spent does not affect his learning progress. Some of the factors include the subjects recommended for him to take in the general education class, and some of the accommodations that should be employed by the general education teacher to ensure that John learns as required. Specifically, some of the accommodation and modification strategies may be related to behaviour management, testing accommodations, use of AT, and instructional materials (Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, 2018). Through employing these strategies, John can spend 20% of his time in the general classroom.
Based on the information provided about John, it is apparent that he requires a behaviour management plan in the general classroom since according to his ESE teacher and his parents, he can sometimes become defiant; however, it is minimal. Therefore, the appropriate accommodation, in this case, is the general teacher could position John to sit next to them, for instance, in front of the class. This will help in minimizing the possibility of any defiance since he can seek help with ease and at the same time, be in the company of his peers and the teacher. Concerning the academic procedures, John is learning to use a computer for writing; therefore, in the general classroom, the teacher could avail a laptop for him to type some of the work required of him (Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, 2018). According to the occupational therapist, another accommodation that should be implemented regarding testing in the general classroom is to have the written tasks assigned to him shortened due to his problem with motor skills which will allow John to perform the assigned tasks better. Additionally, the assigned tasks should also be different from what is assigned to his peers due to his functioning. Lastly, regarding the instructional materials, John has proven to accomplish tasks with the aid of schedule pictures; therefore, it should also be applied in the general class for him to achieve the tasks assigned to him.
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